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National Accreditation Standards and Required Evidence 

Introduction 
The accreditation model for 4-H Canada’s provincial membership demonstrates internally and externally 
our commitment to a best-in-class culture as a world-class positive youth development organization. 
Through our shared national standards, 4-H in Canada is empowered to consistently achieve high levels 
of competency and rigour in our governance, risk management, operations, brand, and programs. 

The accredited membership model for 4-H provinces in Canada was unanimously adopted by the 4-H 
Canada Board of Directors and the Canadian 4-H Foundation Trustees in November 2018. 

Since the start of 2019, 4-H Canada and each provincial 4-H organization have worked collaboratively 
together along this path for accreditation to achieve excellence together. As a result, 4-H across Canada 
has: 

 greater clarification of the roles between the national organization and its provincially 
accredited member organizations; 

 an enhanced focus on program quality that is consistent across all accredited organizations; and 
 a clear model of compliance expectations and consequences that will mitigate our 

organizations’ risk. 

Provincial Membership 
As the national governing body for 4-H in Canada, 4-H Canada has different classes of membership. To 
become a provincial member and receive benefits from that membership class, the organization must 
successfully become accredited through a national standards program.  

 The organization has achieved accreditation. 
 The organization submits an annual provincial member fee as determined by the 4-H Canada 

Board of Directors. 

Provincial member organizations have access to numerous benefits that support the organization, its 
youth, volunteers, and alumni. 

 Authorized use of and management of the 4-H trademarks and copyrights, including the logo, 
motto, and pledge within the province 

 Access to the national insurance program 
 Support for crisis communications and risk management  
 Access to funding secured and stewarded by 4-H Canada ($340,000 in 2020-2021) 
 Access to funding for clubs secured and stewarded by 4-H Canada ($120,000 in 2020-2021)  
 Access to national programming and events for youth, volunteers, and professionals 
 Access to training opportunities for volunteer leaders, professionals, and governors 
 Access to national resources and infrastructure, including 4-H LEARNS resource-sharing platform 

and Youth Safety Reporting System 
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 Access to scholarships for youth members ($127,000 in 2020-2021) 
 Engagement in all research initiatives and access to insights and subsequent tools 
 Engagement and inclusion in national brand-awareness and recruitment initiatives 
 Participation in operational committees to advance national operations and collaboration in 

areas of communications, funds development, and resource development 
 Ability to select a provincial representative for the national Youth Advisory Committee (YAC)  
 Ability to select a representative to sit on the national Provincial Leadership Advisory Committee 

(P-LAC) 
 Invitation and participation in the annual Town Hall 
 A voting membership to 4-H Canada, with the ability to submit nominations and resolutions, 

vote in elections and participate in the Annual General Meeting. 
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Accreditation Process 
 

The accreditation process is facilitated by 4-H Canada. 

Organizations interested in obtaining accreditation should contact 4-H Canada to initiate the following 
process: 

1. Expression of interest 
2. Sharing of accreditation standards and 4-H in Canada policy and procedure templates 
3. Development of an accreditation action plan 
4. Audit of evidence to support standards 
5. Awarding of accreditation and access to accreditation insignia 

 

Accreditation is valid for three (3) years with the requirement that the organization submit annual 
reporting to 4-H Canada as outlined by standard OP12. 

Annually 

Annually in November/December, 4-H Canada will check-in with each provincial organization to ensure 
all required reporting has been submitted. When the check-in is complete 4-H Canada will confirm the 
accreditation status for another year and the provincial membership invoices will be issued in 
December. 

Three Year Audit Cycle 

4-H Canada continuously reviews non-profit and youth industry standards and may make 
recommendations for revisions to the accreditation standards as part of the accreditation audit every 
three (3) years Provincial organizations will have an opportunity to discuss proposed revisions prior to 
their adoption.  

In audit years, a full accreditation audit will be completed in November/December. 
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Accreditation Standards 
The shared accreditation standards for 4-H in Canada were developed through in-depth examinations 
across non-profit and youth industry standards. These standards for 4-H are the best-in-class for the 
youth-serving organizations today and tomorrow. 

Our commitment to consistently meeting and exceeding these standards ensures 4-H can deliver world-
class programming that empowers youth to be responsible, caring, and contributing leaders that affect 
positive change in the world around them. 

To achieve accreditation, a 4-H organization must achieve a score of 80% in each of the following five (5) 
standards categories, including all mandatory standards. 

1. Governance – Board leadership and oversight, governance policies and processes, financial 
accountability and transparency. 

2. Risk Management – Incident reporting and processes to support the Code of Conduct, leader 
and staff screening and training, policies and procedures concerning leaders, sponsorship and 
partner agreements, and document storage and retention. 

3. Operational Policy – Financial processes, fundraising practices, staff management, and annual 
reporting. 

4. Brand, Copyrights and Trademarks – Sponsorship and partner agreements, data management. 
5. Programs – Youth programs offered, participation in national programs, policies and procedures 

concerning youth. 
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Insignia for Accredited Organizations 
 
The 4-H in Canada Accreditation Insignia is a visual mark that 
indicates a 4-H organization in Canada has achieved 
accreditation. 

The insignia is a symbol to the public of the competency, rigour, 
and focus of 4-H organizations in Canada in providing a safe and 
inclusive environment for all youth to learn to do by doing. It is a 
symbol to our community of volunteers, leaders, alumni, and 
supporters of 4-H’s commitment to delivering world-class 
programming that empowers today’s youth leaders.

 

 

The use of the insignia is a privilege reserved for 4-H organizations that currently meet all standards for 
accreditation and are endorsed by 4-H Canada. An organization may not display the insignia if it fails to 
meet the minimum requirements of the standards program. An organization may not display the 
accreditation insignia if its membership with 4-H Canada has lapsed and/or the annual fee has not been 
pair. 

Accredited 4-H organizations in Canada should refer to their Accreditation Insignia Usage Guide for full 
information on the insignia, including how it is intended to be used. 

The 4-H in Canada Accreditation Insignia is owned by 4-H Canada and uses registered trademarks of 4-H 
Canada. 
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The organization can demonstrate that all youth and their parents or guardians have 
acknowledged the Code of Conduct for 4-H in Canada and signed a registration form 
including participant waiver and assumption of risk annually. 
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